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YOU, THE NATION STATE, EUROPE AND THE EUROPEAN UNION
www.feelingeurope.eu, February 2013.

Anyone who wishes to form an opinion about Europe should have knowledge of history, needs to know how it works, how decisions are made and which institutions are responsible for which policy. It is fascinating to discover that, to work on policy and decision making, to participate in platforms where discussions in art, culture, science and politics are conducted and to experience faces, inspiration and motivation of authorities, who contribute to our society and civilization.


There are countless dynamic developments within European societies to bring under the spotlight, that can do expand involvement and can contribute to promotion of prosperity and welfare. But to increase involvement and prosperity and wellbeing is not easy. National interests and people do not always have a primary sense of belonging to Europe beyond their own living conditions.

But if there is no longer Europe, what then? Europe can not be abolished. We must make the best of it and confidence and a positive attitude are important here. What have I actually to Europe is definitely an essential question. But the opposite may be wondering what motivations are present to join.

In half a century, the EU has developed from a union of democratic states in a European democracy, but at the moment acquired achievements gradually evaporate or have already been lost. In recent years we have managed to make several serious crises: in assets and liabilities, in confidence, in politics and in the economy.

Denis de Rougemont said: "It's what you and I, what we, the people of Europe make of it tomorrow."

Let's together challenge a lively democratic Europe. A Europe with economic growth with the support of Europe 2020: the next digital (r) evolution, new forms of energy, innovation such as low carbon economic vehicles. A Europe with solid infrastructures. A Europe with spirit and a broad movement, shared identity or binding factors in which the majority of society can feel at home, so that our interaction rises again. A Europe with modern social structures, systems and rules. A Europe of solidarity and tolerance, with a friendly political ideology and good forms of public administration with sufficient space for dynamic entrepreneurship. Europe as a hub. A Europe where everyone thinks along and takes part to enhance viability and stability.

Affairs must be set right again. The balance now is that we are in an era of reorientation and search for destination, of large debts and for an exit strategy. However, it will take a long time to repair the damage and to get together the future on track.

There is no "us" and "you". We can say loud and clear that Europe belongs to everyone.
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